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Abstract

The persistence of rural Poverty, concentration of the most extreme of their forms in rural
areas, and increasing inequality in the sharing of incomes remain vexing aspects of rural
development in developing countries, despite of enormous programs planned to reducing poverty
and inequality. The Arabian countries are not the exception to this observation. This failure calls
upon exploring alternative approaches to rural development that may have chances of success.
Territorial approach are ranked among this alternative approaches, in this paper we attempt to
introduce this new territorial approach. We do this by first characterizing the recent evolution of
rural poverty and inequality (in some Middle East, and North African countries). We then proceed
to explore a set of qualitative changes in rural poverty that need to be taken into account in a new
approach. And finished by analyzing a set of new opportunities for rural poverty reduction that
should also be factored in to a new approach.
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